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Clients Bilked by Lawyers Can Submit Cla

State Cénunission
Pays Up to $10,000

BY SCoiT SANDLIN
dourmal Sl Writer

Peuple who have experienced
losses caused by a lawyer's
mtisappropriation of chient
funds or dishonest lawyer con-
duct are encouraged to submit
clamma to a statewide Client
Protection Fund Commission.

The commission was created
by the New Mexico Supreme
Court in 2005 to promote public
confidence in the administra:
tion of justice and the integrity
of the legal profession. It is
operated through the State Bar
of New Mexico.

The commission oversees the
fund, which c¢an reitaburse
clients up to a maximum of
$10,000,

The loss must arize out of a

lawyerclient relationship or a
fiduciary relationship between
lawyer and a clatinant and bave
oecurred within e past five
Vears.

Fund administrator Tonys
Herring said the fund paid out
six claims for a total of $12,008
last year, the first full year of
the cammimission’s operation,

Originally, for & client to
recover, the attornev had to
have been disciplined by the

New  Mexico
Board or be deceased.

Now, Herring said, clients
who believe their attorney has
engaged in dishonest conduct
are encouraged to file a com-
plaint with the disciplinary
board.  But because that
process takes time, a discipli-
nary action is not required for a
client to obtain reimbursement,

Herring said an example of a
claim that might be reimbursed

Disciplinary-

18 where a cliemt has paid a
$1,000 fee to an aftorney for
work, but the attorney hasn't
done any work “and he’s {allen
off the face of the Earth.”

Ancther scenario that resuit-
ed in & payment was a situation
in which the lawver had settled
& lawsuit but the client had nev-
er received any money from
the settiement.
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receapis and documentalion tu
support a claim Claim forms
must be netaried befure they
are submitied.

Herrag eaphasized that the
fund does not retmburse clienis
i disputes over fees. The lngs
must be the result of wrongful
condnct, o

To obtain claim fuals ar
mare information, call 19760350
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