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IS YOUR CASE AT A RECOVERY DEAD-END?
Maybe not because you may have a CRASHWORTHINESS case.

Crashworthiness

focuses on how the
vehicle’s safety systems
performed, not who caused
the accident. At my firm’s
Crash Lab, we continually
study vehicle safety
through engineering,
biomechanics, physics,
testing and innovation.

If you have any questions about a
potential case, please call Todd
Tracy. Vehicle safety system
defects may have caused your
client’s injury or death.

The B i @ALY mwgim

Practice Dedicated to Vehicle Safety

[@ | A Nationwide

4701 Bengal Street, Dallas, Texas 75235

214-324-9000
www.vehiclesafetyfirm.com
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Spring 2026

New Attorney Swearing In Ceremony

he Spring 2026 Swearing-In Ceremony was held on April 27 at the

University of New Mexico Continuing Education Conference Center,
where 67 new attorneys were sworn in as the newest licensees of the State
Bar of New Mexico (“State Bar”). The ceremony was well attended by
guests and distinguished members of New Mexico’s legal community.

Several legal programs and organizations, including the New Mexico
Lawyers Assistance Program, hosted informational booths outside the
main auditorium to provide attendees with resources and information
about services available to members of the legal profession.

Featured speakers included New Mexico Supreme Court Chief Justice
Julie J. Vargas, Senior Justice Michael E. Vigil, Justice C. Shannon Bacon,
Justice David K. Thomson and Justice Briana H. Zamora. Additional
remarks were given by State Bar of New Mexico President Allison H.

State Bar of New Mexico President Allison H. Block-Chavez Bloc'k-ChaveZ, State Bar of New Mexico Young L.awyer sD iVi?iOl‘l ("YLD?)

congratulates and welcomes the newest admittees into the Chair Taylor Duffney and State Bar of New Mexico Past President
State Bar while stressing the importance that attorneys uphold Benjamin I. Sherman.
the U.S. Constitution and the Rule of Law.

During her remarks, State Bar President Allison H. Block-Chavez
congratulated the new admittees, welcomed them into the legal
profession and emphasized the importance of upholding the U.S.
Constitution and the Rule of Law as they begin their careers. She stated:
“Each of you came to the law for your own reasons - intellectual curiosity,
a desire to advocate, a commitment to justice or a calling to serve.
Regardless of the reason, what binds us all together across practice areas,
backgrounds and generations is something larger: a shared commitment
to uphold and defend the Constitution and the Rule of Law.”

President Block-Chavez also highlighted the importance of pro
bono service and discussed the impact of the New Mexico State Bar
Foundation’s Modest Means Helpline and Legal Resources for the Elderly
Program on communities throughout New Mexico. She encouraged new
S Cate Baro el ol o iors Division Chair Thylor attornexs to become .mvolved with the Stajte'Bar t'hrough its committees
Duffney provided the newest admittees into the State Bar of and sections and invited attendees to participate in the 2026 Annual
New Mexico with more information about upcoming YLD Meeting, which will be held Aug. 13-15 in Ignacio, Colorado.

initiatives and events.

The new attorneys raise their hands to officially Another view of the latest admittees to the State Bar
be sworn into the State Bar of New Mexico. of New Mexico as they recite the Attorney’s Oath.
4 ' Bar Bulletin - May 27, 2026 - Volume 65, No. 10 www.sbnm.org
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State Bar of New Mexico

Aug. 13 - 15 « Sky Ute Casino Resort
Ignacio, Colorado (Only 20 minutes from Durango!)

6.5 CLE Credits for Only $269 - Register by July 5!

Both In-Person and Virtual Attendance Options Are Available
General registration will be $299 starting on July 6.

Vutroducing Our Vistinguished National Spealker: Kushumi Qiran

RASHMI AIRAN is a transformation expert, keynote speaker and unapologetic truth-teller who helps
leaders confront the invisible prisons that keep them stuck. She shows how orthodoxies, unwritten
ground rules, cultural norms and limiting beliefs quietly trap people in cycles of fear and uncertainty.
Through her Rise Through It™ framework, Rashmi equips individuals and organizations to turn struggle
into growth, clarity and freedom.

Her own journey from Ivy League lawyer and Wall Street deal maker to serving time in federal prison
revealed the cost of ignoring blind spots and following unexamined rules. That experience became the
blueprint for her work today. Rashmi has spoken to leaders at Coca-Cola, Comcast, Merck, Cardinal
Health, Sotheby's and Hershey's, and her story has been featured by ABC, PBS, The Washington Post and
The Wall Street Journal.

Beyond the stage, she is a proud mother of two college students, a community leader and an adventurer
who believes that breaking free from both external and internal prisons opens the door to possibility.

e ey g0l at www.sbnm.org/AnnualMeeting2026

Book Your Rocon:

Special Annual Meeting Hotel Room Rate -
Only $170/night (+resort fees)

Reserve your hotel room at the special discounted rate by calling Sky Ute
Casino Resort at 970-563-7777 Option 1 and mention that you are attending
the State Bar of New Mexico Annual Meeting. Hurry, the discounted room
deadline is July 29!
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LIMITED EDITION +
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The Limited Edition
Semiquincentennial Bar Bulletin
is officially revealed.

+ LESS THAN 95 +

INDIVIDUALLY NUMBERED
COPIES REMAIN.

Once sold out, no additional
copies will be produced.

RESERVE MY NUMBERED COPY +

PRINT + DIGITAL + LIMITED EDITION
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6 <« Bar Bulletin - May 27, 2026 - Volume 65, No. 10 www.sbnm.org


https://www.barbulletin250.org/product-page/ceramic-flower-vase

Season 6, Episode 1:
Trauma-informed Care for
the Legal Profession — Part 1

In Part 1 of this episode, our speakers explore the critical role of trauma-informed care
within the legal profession. Featuring Scott Patterson-Alatorre, Judge Mateo Page and
Tenessa Eakins, the conversation examines how routine exposure to traumatic material
can impact legal professionals’ decision-making, emotional well-being and overall
performance.

The speakers highlight a pervasive gap in recognition and support, noting that many in the
legal field navigate the psychological weight of their work sometimes without adequate
resources or acknowledgment. They discuss how cumulative exposure to trauma can
contribute to decision fatigue, diminished empathy and burnout—ultimately affecting
both practitioners and the clients they serve.

The episode also offers practical, actionable strategies, encouraging professionals to
develop greater self-awareness of their emotional responses, implement containment
techniques and establish clear boundaries between their professional and personal lives.

Listen for FREE at www.sbnm.org/LWBApodcast

LEGAL
Well-Being

in Action
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Please email notices desired for publication to notices@sbnm.org.

Court NEews
New Mexico Supreme Court
Rule-Making Activity

To view recent Supreme Court rule-
making activity, visit the Court's website
at https://supremecourt.nmcourts.gov.
To view all New Mexico Rules Annotated,

visit New Mexico OneSource at
https://bit.ly/NM-Rules.

Supreme Court Law Library

The Supreme Court Law Library
is open to the legal community and
public at large. The Library has an
extensive legal research collection of
resources. The Law Library is located
in the Supreme Court Building at 237
Don Gaspar in Santa Fe. Building hours:
Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-5 p.m. (MT).
Library Hours: Monday-Friday 8 a.m.-
noon and 1-5 p.m. (MT). For more
information call: 505-827-4850, email:
libref@nmcourts.gov or visit:
https://lawlibrary.nmcourts.gov.

First Judicial District
Judicial Nominating Commision
Announcement of Applications
Eight applications were received by the
Judicial Selection Office as of 5 p.m. (MT)
on May 20 for the First Judicial District
Court vacancy due to the creation of an
additional judgeship by the New Mexico
Legislature. The First Judicial District Court
Judicial Nominating Commission will re-
convene on May 29, 9 a.m. (MT) at the First
Judicial District Court, jury assembly room,
located at 225 Montezuma Ave. Santa Fe,
N.M. The Commission meeting will be
open to the public. The applicants include
Christina L. G. Brennan, Lysette Romero
Cordova, Phillip R. Livingston, Marc
Mitchell Lowry, Brian Ernest McMath,
Michael Nunez, Mel Dylan O'Reilly and
Timothy Vasque.

Bernalillo County
Metropolitan Court
Court Closure Notice

The Bernalillo County Metropolitan
Court will be closed June 9 for the Court’s
Annual Training Conference. Misde-
meanor Custody Arraignment Hearings

Professionalism Tip

With respect to parties, lawyers, jurors and witnesses:

I will give all cases deliberate, impartial and studied analysis and consideration.

will be held virtually starting at 9 a.m. (MT)
with Felony First Appearance Hearings
immediately following. The courthouse will
reopen June 10.

STaTE BAR NEWS
Board of Bar Commissioners
Appointment to NM Risk
Management Advisory Board
Vacancy

Pursuant to Section 15-7-4 NMSA
1978, the President of the Board of Bar
Commissioners makes one appointment
to the Risk Management Advisory Board.
The appointment is for a four-year term,
which starts on July 1, 2026. The Advisory
Board is charged with, among other du-
ties, reviewing insurance policies to be
purchased by the Risk Management Divi-
sion, professional services and consulting
contracts and agreements, companies and
agents that submit proposals, rules and
regulations promulgated by the division,
certificates of coverage to be issued by the
division, and investments to be made by
the division. Applicants must be licensed
to practice law in New Mexico. Members
who wish to apply to serve on the Board
should send a letter of interest and brief
resume to bbc@sbnm.org by June 24.

Historical Committee
Presentation on Teddy Roosevelt
and the Rough Riders

The Historical Committee of the State
Bar of New Mexico will host a presentation
on Teddy Roosevelt, the Rough Riders, and
New Mexico statehood by Paul Hutton,
Distinguished Professor Emeritus, Dept.
of history, University of New Mexico, on
July 15 from noon to 1 p.m. (MT). The
presentation is available in-person at the
State Bar Center or virtually, via Zoom (link
to be sent the day prior to event). Lunch will
be provided to those attending in-person.
RSVP required.
https://bit.ly/
SBNMHistoricalCommittee71526

Legal Well-Being
New Mexico Lawyer Assistance
Program (NM LAP)

Started in 1987, the New Mexico Lawyer
Assistance Program focuses on confidential,
professional and peer assistance to help
individuals identify and address concerns
related to alcohol and other drugs, depres-
sion, and other mental health or emotional
challenges. NM LAP endeavors to improve
the well-being of judges, lawyers, law
students, paralegals, law clerks, and other
legal staff through support, education and
early intervention, with the goal of ensuring
every legal professional is healthy and fit to
practice.

Contact Us:
Phone/Text: 505-228-1948 | 505-420-8179
Email: nmlap@sbnm.org

NM LAP Committee Meetings

The NM LAP Committee’s intention is
to assist lawyers and judges who experience
addiction and mental health issues that
interfere with their personal lives and/or
their ability to serve professionally in the
legal field. Struggles include substance use/
abuse, depression, anxiety, and other mental
and emotional issues. This committee is a
network of over 30 diverse state-wide New
Mexico judges, attorneys, and law students.
The NM LAP Committee has regular quar-
terly meetings to discuss the improvement
of current efforts and initiatives and the ex-
pansion of well-being education, resources
and services. The hybrid meeting schedule
(in-person in Albuquerque and via Zoom
online) is below.
2026/2027 NM LAP Committee Meetings:

o July9,3:30 to 5 p.m. (MT)
e Oct.1,3:30 to 5 p.m. (MT)
e Jan.7,2027,3:30 to 5 pm. (MT)

8 Bar Bulletin - May 27,2026 - Volume 65, No. 10
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NM LAP Support Groups
Off the Record Support Group

The Off the Record Support Group meets
at 5:30 p.m. (MT) on Mondays by Zoom.
The intention of this support group is the
sharing of anything you are feeling, trying
to manage or struggling with. It is intended
as a way to connect with colleagues and to
know you are not in this alone. Join the
meeting via Zoom at
https://bit.ly/attorneysupportgroup.

The Other NM Bar Meeting

The Other NM Bar Meeting isa CONFI-
DENTIAL traditional 12-step meeting for
legal professionals who want to stop drink-
ing and/or using other drugs. The meeting is
open to all lawyers, law students, judges and
others who work in the legal profession. All
who are struggling with alcohol or drugs -
whether you presently identify as being “in
recovery” or not — are welcome to attend.
The purpose of the meeting is to provide
a safe and confidential space for people to
support one another in our desire to stop
drinking and using. We meet every Thurs-
day night from 5:30 to 6:30 p.m. (MT) at the
First Unitarian Church on the SW corner
of Comanche and Carlisle (3701 Carlisle
Blvd NE, Albuquerque, N.M., 87110). The
Other NM Bar Meeting is sponsored by
the State Bar of New Mexico’s Lawyer As-
sistance Program and the Judicial Wellness
Program. The meeting is in person and
Zoom audio. For more information, please
email NMLAP@sbnm.org.

EAP/Solutions Group

Brought to you by the New Mexico
Lawyer Assistance Program, the Employee
Assistance Program's services include up
to four FREE counseling sessions/issue/
year for ANY mental or behavioral health
struggle. Counseling sessions are with a
professionally licensed therapist. Other
FREE services include management con-
sultation, stress management education,
critical incident stress debriefing, video
counseling and 24x7 call center. Providers
are located throughout the state and via
tele-therapy. Upon calling, identify with
NM LAP for access to EAP's services.
Please note that all calls are confidential.
Contact: 505-254-3555
www.solutionsbiz.com

New Mexico Well-Being Committee
Meetings

The NM Well-Being Committee (WBC)
was established in 2020 by the State Bar of
New Mexico's Board of Bar Commissioners.
The NM WBC is a standing committee of
key stakeholders that encompass different
areas of the legal community and cover
state-wide location. All members have a
well-being focus and concern with respect
to the NM legal community. It is this
committee’s goal to examine and create
initiatives centered around wellness. This
includes mental, emotional, physical, and
spiritual health and wellness within the
New Mexico legal community. The WBC
continues to follow the recommendations
laid out in the 2017 National Task Force on
Lawyer Well-Being.

2026 WBC Meeting Dates/Times:

¢ June 30,10 a.m. (MT)
o July 28,10 a.m. (MT)

o Aug. 25,10 a.m. (MT)
o Sept. 29,10 a.m. (MT)
e Oct.27,10 a.m. (MT)
¢ Nov. 24,10 a.m. (MT)

UNM ScHooL oF Law

Law Library Hours

The Law Library is happy to assist
attorneys via chat, email or in person
by appointment from 8 a.m. to 6 p.m.
(MT) Monday through Friday. Though
the Library no longer has community
computers for visitors to use, if you bring
your own device when you visit, you
will be able to access many of our online
resources. For more information, please
see https://lawlibrary.unm.edu/.

s

Member Benefit

LEXRception

LEX Reception is a 24/7 legal answer-
ing service built on one simple belief:
people always come before bots. We
help attorneys stay accessible around
the clock with real, legally dedicated
receptionists who answer every call
with empathy and consistency. LEX
helps these firms improve their respon-
siveness, capture more leads, and build
trust through consistent, 24/7 human
availability.

Our service integrates seamlessly
with leading legal tools like Clio and
Mycase, and more, allowing attorneys
to focus on their cases while we ensure
no call goes unanswered.

Get $250 off your first month of
service with LEX Reception
https://www.lexreception.com/
register?offer=8008&utm_
source=partnership&utm_
medium=sbnm&utm_
campaign=directory

www.sbnm.org
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OTHER NEWS

Albuquerque City Council
Notice of Recruitment of
Applicants

The Albuquerque City Council is re-
cruiting applicants for the Civilian Police
Oversight Advisory Board (CPOAB), a five-
member group that reviews investigations
into complaints involving Albuquerque
Police Department (APD) personnel,
makes policy recommendations, and hears
public comment at monthly meetings.
Board members are appointed by the
City Council for three-year terms. This is
a meaningful way to contribute to public
safety policy at the local level. Residents
from all backgrounds who are interested in
public safety, accountability, and who want
to serve our City are encouraged to apply.
For more information on the CPOA board
and to apply, visit: https://www.cabq.gov/
cpoa/police-oversight-board.

N.M. Legislative Council Service
Legislative Research Library Hours
The Legislative Research Library at the
Legislative Council Service is open to state
agency staff, the legal community and the
general public. We can assist you with locat-
ing documents related to the introduction
and passage of legislation as well as reports
to the legislature. Hours of operation are
Monday through Friday, 8 am. to 5 p.m.
(MT), with extended hours during legisla-
tive sessions. For more information and how
to contact library staff, please visit:
https://bit.ly/NMLegisLibrary.

Join a Practice Section

Benefits of Section Membership include:

« Practice area-targeted resources
« Networking

« Public service opportunities
« Leadership experience

And so much more!

Browse Sections and join today at www.sbnm.org/Leadership/Sections.

@ State Bar

New Mexico

Est. 1886
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» From the Disciplinary Board of the New Mexico Supreme Court

Formal Reprimand

https://nmdisboard.org

From the Supreme Court of the State of New Mexico

Filing Date: May 18, 2026

No. S-1-SC-41366

IN THE MATTER OF KEVIN JOHN SANDERS, ESQ.

An Attorney Suspended From

the Practice of Law before the Courts of the State of New Mexico

WHEREAS, this matter came on for
consideration by the Court upon petition
for administrative suspension for failure to
cooperate, together with exhibits thereto,
filed under Rule 17-207(B) NMRA, with
no response having been filed and the
time for doing so having expired;

WHEREAS, the Court having consid-
ered the foregoing and being sufficiently
advised; Chief Justice Julie J. Vargas, Jus-
tice Michael E. Vigil, Justice C. Shannon
Bacon, Justice David K. Thomson, and
Justice Briana H. Zamora concurring;

ORDER

NOW, THEREFORE, IT IS OR-
DERED that the petition is GRANT-
ED; IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that
Respondent, Kevin John Sanders, is
hereby
ADMINISTRATIVELY SUSPENDED
from the practice of law in New Mexico
pursuant to Rule 17-207(B), effective im-
mediately and until further order of the
Court;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that
Respondent shall remain under the juris-
diction of the disciplinary board for any
pending or future proceedings under the
Rules Governing Discipline;

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that
Respondent may apply for reinstatement
in accordance with Rule 17-207(B)(5);

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that Re-
spondent shall comply with Rule 17-212
NMRA, as appropriate; and

IT IS FURTHER ORDERED that this
suspension shall be published in the Bar
Bulletin.

IT IS SO ORDERED.

www.sbnm.org
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FORMAL OPINION

Electronic decisions may contain computer-generated errors or other deviations from the official version
filed by the Court of Appeals.

Filing Date: 4/28/2026
No. A-1-CA-41531

STATE OF NEW MEXICO,
Plaintiff-Appellee,
V.
ELIJAH S. KLUMB,
Defendant-Appellant.

APPEAL FROM THE DISTRICT COURT
OF TAOS COUNTY
Emilio Chavez, District Court Judge

Raul Torrez, Attorney General

Felicity Strachan, Assistant Solicitor General

Santa Fe, NM
for Appellee

Bennett J. Baur, Chief Public Defender
Santa Fe, NM

Luz C. Valverde, Assistant Appellate Defender

Albuquerque, NM

for Appellant

P Introduction of Opinion

In this appeal, we review Defendant Elijah S.
Klumb’s convictions for crimes directed at his
ex-girlfriend (Victim 1), her new boyfriend
(Victim 2), and the house where she lived.
Following a jury trial, Defendant was convict-
ed of two counts of aggravated assault with a
deadly weapon, contrary to NMSA 1978, Sec-
tion 30-3-2(A) (1963); one count of shooting
at a dwelling or occupied building, contrary
to NMSA 1978, Section 30-3-8(A) (1993); and
one count of arson (over $20,000), contrary
to NMSA 1978, Section 30-17-5(F) (2006).
Defendant argues that his convictions for
shooting at a dwelling and aggravated as-
sault constitute double jeopardy and that
the district court improperly applied firearm
enhancements to his aggravated assault
convictions under NMSA 1978, Section 31-
18-16(A) (2020, amended 2022). We agree
and remand to the district court to vacate
Defendant’s conviction for shooting at a
dwelling, vacate the firearm enhancements
applied to Defendant’s convictions for aggra-
vated assault with a deadly weapon, and to
resentence Defendant consistent with this
opinion.

Kristopher N. Houghton, Judge
WE CONCUR:

Zachary A. lves, Judge

Jane B. Yohalem, Judge

To read the entire opinion, please visit

the following link: https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-41531
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FORMAL OPINION

Electronic decisions may contain computer-generated errors or other deviations from the official version
filed by the Court of Appeals.

Filing Date: 5/20/2026
No. A-1-CA-41767

NEW MEXICO ETHICS WATCH,
Plaintiff-Appellee,
V.

LEGISLATIVE COUNCIL SERVICE,
as Records Custodian for the New
Mexico Legislature; and THE NEW

MEXICO LEGISLATURE,
Defendants-Appellants.

APPEAL FROM THE DISTRICT COURT
OF SANTA FE COUNTY
Kathleen McGarry Ellenwood, District Court Judge

Daniel Yohalem
Santa Fe, NM

for Appellee

Hinkle Shanor LLP
Thomas M. Hnasko
Timothy B. Rode
David A. Lynn
Santa Fe, NM

for Appellants

P Introduction of Opinion

This case concerns a dispute over records
that committees within the New Mexico Leg-
islature submitted to Defendant Legislative
Counsel Service (LCS) for use in drafting an
appropriations bill. Plaintiff New Mexico Ethics
Watch (Ethics Watch) argued to the district
court that the records should be subject to
public inspection pursuant to the Inspection
of Public Records Act (IPRA), NMSA 1978, §§
14-2-1 to -12 (1947, as amended through
2025). LCS insisted that the records were
excepted from inspection under IPRA by the
New Mexico Constitution, statute, and rule.
The district court ordered LCS to produce the
records and awarded attorneys’ fees to Ethics
Watch, pursuant to IPRA. We reverse and hold
as follows. {2} The confidentiality statute un-
der which LCS operates, NMSA 1978, § 2-3-13
(1951) (the Confidentiality Statute), is a valid
exception to public inspection under IPRA’s
catchall exception,” as otherwise provided by
law,” Section 14-2-1(N). View full PDF online.

Kristopher N. Houghton, Judge
WE CONCUR:

Jennifer L. Attrep, Judge
Katherine A. Wray, Judge

To read the entire opinion, please visit

the following link: https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-41767

www.sbnm.org
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MEMORANDUM OPINION

This decision of the New Mexico Court of Appeals was not selected for publication in the New Mexico Appellate Reports.
Refer to Rule 12-405 NMRA for restrictions on the citation of unpublished decisions. Electronic decisions may contain
computer-generated errors or other deviations from the official version filed by the Court of Appeals.

No. A-1-CA-41235
State of New Mexico
V.
Esteban Cereceres Alvarez

Introduction of Opinion
Defendant appeals his convic-
tions after a bench trial for aggra-
vated battery (great bodily harm),
NMSA 1978, § 30-3-5(C) (1969);
embezzlement (over $500), NMSA
1978, § 30-16-8(A), (D) (2007,
amended 2025); and bribery or
intimidation of a witness, NMSA
1978, § 30-24-3 (1997). Defen-
dant challenges the sufficiency
of the evidence to support each
of these convictions and argues
that (1) for aggravated battery
(great bodily harm), the evidence
did not establish that Victim’s in-
juries rose to the level of great
bodily harm; (2) for embezzle-
ment, the State did not establish
that Defendant converted the car
for his own use, had the requisite
fraudulent intent, or that the val-
ue of the car exceeded $500; and
(3) for bribery or intimidation of a
witness, that Victim did not credi-
bly testify. We affirm.

Katherine A. Wray, Judge

WE CONCUR:

Jacqueline R. Medina, Chief Judge
Zachary A. lves, Judge

To read the entire opinion,

please visit:
https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-41235

No. A-1-CA-42339
State of New Mexico
V.

Jeremy Jacob Garcia

Introduction of Opinion
Defendant Jeremy Jacob Garcia
appeals his convictions of second
degree murder, contrary to NMSA
1978, Section 30-2-1(B) (1994),
and aggravated assault (dead-
ly weapon), contrary to NMSA
1978, Section 30-3-2(A) (1963).
Defendant maintains: (1) multi-
ple errors in the jury instructions
caused juror confusion; (2) the
district court improperly allowed
a detective to describe and inter-
pret video evidence; (3) the pros-
ecutor engaged in misconduct;
and (4) the cumulative effect of
the errors deprived Defendant of
a fair trial. We affirm.

Megan P. Duffy, Judge

WE CONCUR:

J. Miles Hanisee, Judge
Shammara H. Henderson, Judge

To read the entire opinion,

please visit:
https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-42339

No. A-1-CA-41934
Jean Boyle
V.
B-Well, LLC

Introduction of Opinion
The district court dismissed Plain-
tiff Jean Boyle’s complaint for
medical negligence against De-
fendants B-Well, LLC and Sheila
Bardwell on summary judgment
after striking Plaintiff's expert on
the standard of care. On appeal,
Plaintiff challenges both rulings.
We affirm.

Megan P. Duffy, Judge

WE CONCUR:

Jacqueline R. Medina, Chief Judge
Jane B. Yohalem, Judge

To read the entire opinion,

please visit:
https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-41934
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No. A-1-CA-42152
State of New Mexico
V.

Giovani Ruiz

Introduction of Opinion
Defendant Giovani Ruiz was
convicted of one count of first
degree kidnapping (Count 1),
contrary to NMSA 1978, Section
30-4-1 (2003), four counts of sec-
ond degree criminal sexual pen-
etration resulting in personal
injury (Counts 2-5), contrary to
NMSA 1978, Section 30-9-11(E)(3)
(2009), and one count of fourth
degree criminal sexual contact re-
sulting in personal injury (Count
6), contrary to NMSA 1978, Sec-
tion 30-9-12(C) (1993). Defendant
appeals, arguing (1) error in two
of the jury instructions, (2) hear-
say testimony was improperly
admitted, (3) prosecutorial mis-
conduct occurred during voir dire
and closing argument, and (4) the
cumulative impact of multiple er-
rors resulted in the deprivation of
a fair trial. View full PDF online.

Megan P. Duffy, Judge
WE CONCUR:

J. Miles Hanisee, Judge
Zachary A. lves, Judge

To read the entire opinion,

please visit:
https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-42152

No. A-1-CA-42429
Cox River Ranch, LLC
V.

Sean Perez

Introduction of Opinion
After a bench trial, the district
court denied the motion to com-
pel arbitration filed by Defen-
dants Zia Agricultural Consult-
ing, LLC, Sean Perez (Perez), and
Narciso Perez (collectively, De-
fendants), based on the district
courts’ determination that the
document containing the arbi-
tration provision was obtained
by fraud in the factum and there-
fore void. Perez appeals pursuant
to the Uniform Arbitration Act,
NMSA 1978, §§ 44-7A-1 to -32
(2001), and argues that the dis-
trict court did not make findings
that establish fraud in the factum
as a matter of law and that the
evidence did not show justifiable
reliance, intentional misrepresen-
tation, or the requisite deceptive
conduct. We affirm.

Katherine A. Wray, Judge

WE CONCUR:

Shammara H. Henderson, Judge
Gerald E. Baca, Judge

To read the entire opinion,

please visit:
https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-42429

No. A-1-CA-42688
Children, Youth and Families
Department
V.

Frank W.

Introduction of Opinion
Frank W. (Father), appeals the ter-
mination of his parental rights to
his three biological children (Chil-
dren), pursuant to NMSA 1978,
Section 32A-4-28(B)(2), (3) (2022).
For the reasons that follow, we re-
verse.

Jacqueline R. Medina, Chief Judge
WE CONCUR:

J. Miles Hanisee, Judge
Kristopher N. Houghton, Judge

To read the entire opinion,

please visit:
https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-42688
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Filing Date: 4/20/2026
No. A-1-CA-42405

OKINI RECORDS and IVAN
ALFREDO HERNANDEZ CARDOZA,
Plaintiffs-Appellants,

V.

ALDO ALFONSO TRUJILLO CALLEJA;
GODKING PUBLISHING, INC.; RB
MUSIC; RICARDO BOBADILLA; AD
RECORDS; and CARLOS DE LA TORRE,
Defendants-Appellees.

APPEAL FROM THE DISTRICT COURT
OF BERNALILLO COUNTY
Daniel E. Ramczyk, District Court Judge

Law Office of Augustine M. Rodriguez, LLC
Augustine M. Rodriguez
Albuquerque, NM
for Appellants

Eric Sirotkin
Santa Fe, NM

for Appellees

P Dispositional Order

This matter is before the Court on Plaintiffs
Okini Records and Ivan Alfredo Hernandez
Cardoza’s appeal from the district court’s
entry of a directed verdict against Plaintiffs
on all counts at the conclusion of a two-day
bench trial. Plaintiffs raise six claims of error
on appeal. For the reasons that follow, we
affirm.

Megan P. Duffy, Judge
WE CONCUR:

Jennifer L. Attrep, Judge
Katherine A. Wray, Judge

To read the entire dispositional order, please visit

the following link: https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-42405
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Filing Date: 4/22/2026
No. A-1-CA-41697

ARTHUR P. CROWDER,
Petitioner-Appellee,
V.

PAULA M. CROWDER,
Respondent-Appellant.

APPEAL FROM THE DISTRICT COURT
OF DONA ANA COUNTY
Mark D. Standridge, District Court Judge

Batley Family Law

L. Helen Bennett

Albuquerque, NM
for Appellee

Thomas C. Montoya
Albuquerque, NM

for Appellant

» Dispositional Order

Respondent Paula Crowder (Wife) appeals
the district court’s order denying her request
for spousal support from Petitioner Arthur
Crowder (Husband). For the reasons that
follow, we reverse the district court’s order
denying spousal support and remand for fur-
ther proceedings consistent with this dispo-
sitional order.

Gerald E. Baca, Judge

WE CONCUR:

Jacqueline R. Medina, Chief Judge
Jane B. Yohalem, Judge

To read the entire dispositional order, please visit

the following link: https://bit.ly/A-1-CA-41697
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JOIN OUR TEAM

Make a Difference

Bernalillo County
District Attorney

SAM BREGMAN

“I'm honored to lead
the busiest District
Attorney’s Office in
New Mexico, and
proud to share that
the Bernalillo County
District Attorney’s
Office was recently
recognized as one
of the Top Places to

Work in the state.
TO P This recognition is
WORK a true testament to
PLACES the professionalism,

—_———— dedication, and
2025 passion of our team,

who work tirelessly
each day to make our
ALBUQUERQUE

JOURNAL community safer.”
—_—ss

Attorney Positions

Competitive Pay
Incredible Benefits
Apply online now!

Second Judicial District Attorney's Office - Phone: 505-222-1099
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Try Cases - Make Law - Change lees

Looklng for meanmgful work’

Hiring staff attorneys LOPD offers:
in Gallup, Alamogordo,

e State benefits + retirement

and Carlsbad o - .
e A mission-driven team across urban and rural offices
¢ Clients and colleagues who make everyday unique
Hiring contract In private practice already?
attorneys across the e Contract attorneys needed across the state
state

¢ Flexible and independent - you stay the boss

Learn more

NEW MEXICO
LAW OFFICES oF THe
PUBLIC DEFENDER

IACP Certified Auto Appraisal Serwces Nationwide
x s vl
Office: 1-877-845-2368 N’i s
.& |
Cell: 832-279-2368 RS -
Roy@HoustonAutoAppraisers.com - —
1300 Rollingbrook Drive, Suite 406 - ~
Baytown, Texas 77521
SERVICES INCLUDE
DIMINISHED VALUE APPRAISALS CAR DEALER FRAUD LAWSUITS BONDED TITLES & SURETY BONDS
TOTAL LOSS APPRAISAL CLAUSE COURT EXPERT WITNESS SERVICES TITLE TRANSFERS / ESCROW SERVICES
LOSS OF USE CLAIMS / LOSS OF REVENUE  RESTORATION SHOP LAWSUITS STANDARD PRESUMPTIVE VALUE (-$)
INSURANCE POLICY APPRAISALS DTPA - DECEPTIVE TRADE PRACTICES ACT ~ MECHANICS LIEN SERVICES
CERTIFIED BANK LOAN APPRAISALS MAGNUSON-MOSS WARRANTY CLAIMS ~ AUCTION TITLES / LOST TITLE ISSUES
DIVORCE / PROBATE / ESTATE APPRAISALS ~ BREACH OF CONTRACT CLAIMS ASSIGNED VIN NUMBER / CHASSIS NO'S
LARGE LOSS CLAIMS OVER $1 MILLION CONSUMER PROTECTION SERVICES AUTO TITLE FRAUD / COD / LITIGATION
IRS 8283 TAX DONATION APPRAISALS DEALERSHIP OUT OF BUSINESS ISSUES ~ GRAY MARKET VEHICLE TITLE TRANSFER
EVENT DATA RECORDER (EDR) DOWNLOADS  CERTIFIED MEDIATOR & ARBITRATOR BOAT / TRAILER / MOTORCYCLE TITLES

HoustonAutoAppraisers.com
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Get Your Business Noticed!

Advertise in our e-newsletter,
delivered to your inbox every Friday.

Benefits of advertising in eNews:

« Circulation to 8,000+ members of
the New Mexico legal community

« Premium “above the fold” placement

« Link your advertisement to your
webpage of choice

« High open/click rates

« Schedule flexibility

« Affordable pricing for any budget

Winner of
the 2016 N4 pf;
’ LuminaryAward
Sfor Excelleyce in
Electronj. Medig

@ State Bar
New Mexico

Est. 1886
For information please
contact Tom Ende
Phone: 651-288-3422
Email: marketing@sbnm.org

ACLU

New Mexico

Attorneys:
New Mexico
Needs You

We shop up to 22 professional liability insurance companies to

find the right price and fit for your law firm.

Make sure your
insurance policy has:

e Prior acts coverage, to cover your past work.

e Claim expenses outside the limit of liability, no PacMan.

e “A’ rating from A.M. Best, important, some companies
are NOT!

insrdes ne
W 833-263-0300

Come see us at our new location!
9 5501 Eagle Rock Ave NE a2, Albuquerque, NM 87113

NEW MEXICO

HABEAS PROJECT

The New Mexico Habeas Project

is looking for attorneys willing to

take on pro hono habeas cases.

We connect unlawfully detained noncitizens
with pro hono attorneys who file habeas corpus
petitions on their behalf in federal court.

Learn more and sign up
nmilc.org/NMHabeasProject
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DIGITAL

BAR BULLETIN

Advertising Submission Schedule

The Bar Bulletin publishes twice a month on the second
and fourth Wednesday. Advertising submission
deadlines are also on Wednesdays, three weeks prior
to publishing by 4 pm.

Advertising will be accepted for publication in the Bar Bulletin in
accordance with standards and ad rates set by publisher and subject to
the availability of space. No guarantees can be given as to advertising
publication dates or placement although every effort will be made to
comply with publication request. The publisher reserves the right to
review and edit ads, to request that an ad be revised prior to publication
or to reject any ad. Cancellations must be received via email by 5 p.m.
(MT) 13 business days prior to the issue publication date.

For more advertising information,
contact: 651-288-3422
or email marketing@sbnm.org

The publication schedule can be found at www.sbnm.org.

ERITAS ATHENA L1

Claritys Competence, Purpose, Tmﬂsparency

GUARDIANS, CONSERVATORS, AND TRUSTEES

www.veritas-athena.com « 505-337-9151

Gregory T. Ireland, Nationally Certified Guardian
gti@veritas-athena.com

Crystal Anson, General Counsel
ca@veritas-athena.com

2026
ANNudl

for only $529!

Redeemable on Center for
Legal Education courses only.
Exclusions: No teleseminar or
other third-party content.

No refunds or roll-over of
unused credits.

Click for more
information

Credits must be redeemed B
by: Dec. 31, 2026

/ New Mexico State Bar Foundation
, Center for Legal Education

N

Linked[T}]

@4 State Bar
New Mexico

Est. 1886

N
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£ online Classifieds
ARE HERE!

Online classifieds are updated daily!
Click here to view the most up-to-date classifieds and submit

classified advertisements at: ([ A2 0 e ge 1l i L) <=

Classifieds Readers:

e More up-to-date job opportunities and service listings
» Search and filter listings by category and type of job posting or service
e Reader-friendly digital format with a new and improved user interface

e Easier navigation to apply for job postings or visit listing webpages for
more information

Classifieds Advertisers:

e Submit your listings more efficiently using our brand-new platform
* Online payment option

e Enhanced digital experience

e Listings link to your website

¢ Include your company logo on your online listing

« Classifieds approved and posted within 48 hours

Please contact marketing@sbnm.org or 651-288-3422
with any questions or for assistance placing your classified ad.
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Classified
New Mexico Positions

OGC Legal Assistant

The State Bar of New Mexico (SBNM) is
a professional membership organization
of attorneys licensed to

practice law in New Mexico. The mission
of the State Bar is to be a united and
inclusive organization serving the
legal profession and the public. The
Office of General Counsel (OGC) is a
professional office that protects the legal
and policy interests of the State Bar of
New Mexico. The SBNM seeks qualified
applicants to join our team as a full-time
(40 hours/week) OGC Legal Assistant.
The successful incumbent will provide
clerical and administrative support to
the Office of General Counsel. $20-$24
per hour, depending on experience and
qualifications. Generous benefits
package included. This position qualifies
for partial telecommuting. Qualified
applicants should submit a

cover letter and resume to
HR@sbnm.org

Telephone Helpline

Intake Screener

Do you find it fulfilling to help others and
make a difference in your community?
Does it bring you joy to

be part of a team that aids people in
finding solutions to their problems?
Then this position may be a good fit
for you. The New Mexico State Bar
Foundation seeks a full-time Telephone
Helpline Intake Screener to answer Bar
Foundation Legal Helpline incoming
calls, conduct/complete intakes and
establish case files in the Legal Services
Programs electronic case management
systems. This position will primarily
serve the Modest Means Helpline
(MMH) helpline with occasional intake
duties for the Legal Resources for the
Elderly Program (LREP). This is a
fast-paced, phone-heavy position. The
successful applicant must have excellent
communication, customer service,
punctuality, and organizational skills.
Minimum high school diploma required.
Fluency in Spanish is strongly preferred
.Generous benefits package. $17-$21
per hour, depending on experience and
qualifications. To be

New and Improved Online Classifieds are NOW AVAILABLE!

<

Online classifieds are updated daily! View and submit
classified advertisements at www.sbnm.org/classifieds.

Please contact at marketing@sbnm.org
or 651-288-3422 with any questions.

considered, submit a cover letter
and resume to hr@sbnm.org. Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Open Positions

OGC Legal Assistant

The State Bar of New Mexico (SBNM) is
a professional membership organization
of attorneys licensed to

practice law in New Mexico. The mission
of the State Bar is to be a united and
inclusive organization serving the
legal profession and the public. The
Office of General Counsel (OGC) is a
professional office that protects the legal
and policy interests of the State Bar of
New Mexico. The SBNM seeks qualified
applicants to join our team as a full-time
(40 hours/week) OGC Legal Assistant.
The successful incumbent will provide
clerical and administrative support to
the Office of General Counsel. $20-$24
per hour, depending on experience and
qualifications. Generous benefits
package included. This position qualifies
for partial telecommuting. Qualified
applicants should submit a

cover letter and resume to
HR@sbnm.org

Telephone Helpline

Intake Screener

Do you find it fulfilling to help others and
make a difference in your community?
Does it bring you joy to

be part of a team that aids people in
finding solutions to their problems?
Then this position may be a good fit
for you. The New Mexico State Bar
Foundation seeks a full-time Telephone
Helpline Intake Screener to answer Bar
Foundation Legal Helpline incoming
calls, conduct/complete intakes and
establish case files in the Legal Services
Programs electronic case management
systems. This position will primarily
serve the Modest Means Helpline
(MMH) helpline with occasional intake
duties for the Legal Resources for the
Elderly Program (LREP). This is a
fast-paced, phone-heavy position. The
successful applicant must have excellent
communication, customer service,
punctuality, and organizational skills.
Minimum high school diploma required.
Fluency in Spanish is strongly preferred
.Generous benefits package. $17-$21

per hour, depending on experience and
qualifications. To be

considered, submit a cover letter
and resume to hr@sbnm.org. Equal
Opportunity Employer.

Associate Attorney

RILEY | KELLER | GONZALES, an
AV-rated Albuquerque civil defense
firm formed in 1982, seeks an associate
attorney to join our thriving and diverse
litigation practice. Hardworking,
passionate, and dedicated are words
that describe and define our attorneys.
We seek an experienced attorney who
shares these attributes and has strong
communication and writing skills.
The position is full-time. We offer an
excellent salary, benefits and pension
package. Please submit a resume,
references and writing samples to our
Office Manager by fax, (505) 883-4362
or mvelasquez@rileynmlaw.com.

Litigation Attorney

Busy Plaintiff’s civil litigation firm
locatednear the Journal Center is
acceptingresumes for an associate
attorney with 5(or more) years
of practical experience.Candidates
should possess strong orationskills, be
proficient in conducting anddefending
depositions, have criticalresearch and
writing abilities and be familiar with
motion practice. Practice areas include
civil litigation/personal injury and
general tort issues. Litigation experience
preferred, but will not bar consideration.
Salary commensurate with experience.
Please forward a letterof interest along
with a Resume andwriting sample to:
paralegal3.bleuslaw@gmail.com.

Associate Estate Planning Attorney

Lovato Law, P.C. is a boutique estate
planning law firm that prides itself on a
culture of efficiency, precision, and deep
client relationships. We are seeking a
full-time Associate Attorney to focus
strictly on the design and implementation
of comprehensive estate plans. This is a
specialized role for a professional who
enjoys the intellectual challenge of
drafting complex instruments and the
personal satisfaction of helping clients
plan for the future. You will work closely
with the firm owner to manage a growing
portfolio of estate planning clients

www.sbnm.org
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and have immediate opportunities for
client engagement. Competitive pay and
benefits package (Health, dental, vision,
SIMPLE IRA w/ 3% match, and more).
Submit resume and cover letter to info@
lovatolawnm.com

Litigation Attorney

Rodey, Dickason, Sloan, Akin & Robb,
P.A’s Albuquerque office is currently
seeking attorneys to work in its litigation
group. The candidate would participate
in all aspects of case handling, including
taking and defending depositions,
written discovery, motion practice,
report drafting, and having direct contact
with clients. The ideal candidate will have
at least three years of defense litigation
experience, though others without such
experience may be considered.

Rodey offers a top-of-market
compensation package with highly
competitive salary and bonus structure,
generous CLE allowance,

Attorney Positions

The Thirteenth Judicial District
Attorney’s Office is seeking both entry
level and experienced attorneys. Positions
available in Sandoval County which isin
Bernalillo, Valencia in Belen and Cibola
in Grants. Enjoy the convenience of
working near a metropolitan area while
gaining valuable trial experience in a
smaller office, providing the opportunity
to advance more quickly than is afforded
inlarger offices. The 13th Judicial District
offers flex schedules in a family friendly
environment. Competitive salary starting
@ 83,000+ depending on experience.
Contact Krissy Fajardo @ kfajardo@
da.state.nm.us or visit our website for an
application @https://www.13th.nmdas.
com/ Apply as soon as possible. These
positions fill fast!

Assistant District Attorney

The Fifth Judicial District Attorney’s
office has immediate positions open for
new and/or experienced attorneys. Salary
will be based upon the New Mexico
District Attorney’s Salary Schedule
with salary range of an Assistant Trial
Attorney ( $ 80,218.00 ) to a Senior Trial
Attorney ( $100,272.00), based upon
experience. Must be licensed in the
United States. This position is located
in the Lovington, NM office. The office
will pay for your New Mexico Bar
Dues as well as the National District

New and Improved Online Classifieds are NOW AVAILABLE!

Online classifieds are updated daily! View and submit
classified advertisements at www.sbnm.org/classifieds.

&

Please contact at marketing@sbnm.org
or 651-288-3422 with any questions.

Attorney’s Association membership.
Please send resume to Dianna Luce,
District Attorney, 102 N. Canal, Suite
200, Carlsbad, NM 88220 or email to
nshreve@da.state.nm.us

Associate Attorney

Serpe Andrews, PLLC is a growing
regional civil defense firm currently
seeking associate attorneys with up to
2+ years of experience or more to work
in one of our offices in New Mexico
(Albuquerque, Santa Fe, and Las Cruces).
Serpe Andrews provides civil defense
in a range of areas, including medical
malpractice, employment, personal
injury, and government liability. The
candidate must be licensed in New
Mexico. Prior litigation experience is
highly preferred. A successful candidate
will have a strong interest in practicing
throughout all stages of litigation, from
preliminary investigations to jury trials.
Remote work options are available.
Competitive salary and benefits packages
include quarterly bonuses, 401K plan,
medical/dental/vision plan, and tech
stipends. Interested candidates should
send cover letter and resume to Cameron
LaFleur (clafleur@serpeandrews.com)
with “Serpe Andrews NM Attorney
Position” in the subject line.as possible.
These positions fill fast!

Associate Attorney

YLAW, P.C. is a local, AV-rated firm
fortunate to defend quality clients in
high stakes litigation. We are looking for
associate attorneys with 0 — 5+ years of
experience (including current 3Ls and
recent graduates) to join our dynamic
team. Youwill touch every aspect ofa case,
including rapid response, investigation,
discovery, depositions, hearings,
mediation, and trial. Communication,
loyalty, reliability, and initiative are the
cornerstones of the job. Newer attorneys
will benefit from mentorship, while
simultaneously afforded the opportunity
to take initiative on proactively defending
cases. We offer a competitive salary and
benefits package and have committed to a
firm culture that embraces collaboration,
collegiality, diversity, and respect. We
work hard. We play hard. We are YLAW.
For more information and to submit a
resume, please contact Ryan Adragna,
radragna@ylawfirm.com, and Megan

Martin, mmartin@ylawfirm.com
Inquiries will be kept confidential.

Litigation Attorney

Cordell & Cordell, P.C., a domestic
litigation firm with over 100 offices
across 33 states, is currently seeking an
experienced litigation attorney for an
immediate partner opening in its office
in Albuquerque, NM. The candidate
must be licensed to practice law in the
state of New Mexico, have minimum of 8
years of family law litigation experience.
Candidate would start with firm as
a partner on day one. The firm offers
competitive starting base salaries,
multiple bonus opportunities, long-
term career growth, 100% employer
paid premiums including medical,
dental, short-term disability, long-term
disability, and life insurance, as well
as 401K and wellness plan. This is a
wonderful opportunity to be part of a
growing firm with offices throughout the
United States. To be considered for this
opportunity please email your resume to
Hamilton Hinton at hhinton@cordelllaw.
comterm disability, and life insurance,
as well as 401K and wellness plan. This
is a wonderful opportunity to be part of
a growing firm with offices throughout
the United States. To be considered
for this opportunity please email your
resume to Hamilton Hinton at hhinton@
cordelllaw.com

Administrative Assistant
ADMINISTRATIVE ASSISTANT
RILEY | KELLER | GONZALES, an AV-
rated Albuquerque defense firm formed
in 1982, seeks a part-time position for an
administrative assistant. Good computer
skills including Word and Excel required.
Excellent salary offered for qualified
applicants. Please submit a resume to our
Office Manager by fax, (505) 883-4362 or
mvelasquez@rileynmlaw.com.

Trial Attorneys

Two Assistant Trial Attorneys wanted for
immediate employment with the Seventh
Judicial District Attorney’s Office, which
includes Catron, Sierra, Socorro and
Torrance counties. One position will
be based primarily in Socorro County
(Socorro, NM) and one position will be
based in Torrance County (Estancia,
NM). Both Socorro and Estancia are
approximately a one hour commute from
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New and Improved Online Classifieds are NOW AVAILABLE!
Online classifieds are updated daily! View and submit
classified advertisements at www.sbnm.org/classifieds. ‘

Please contact at marketing@sbnm.org

Albuquerque. Must be admitted to the
New Mexico State Bar. Salary range will
be $75,193 - $82,000 and commensurate
with experience and budget availability.
Will also have full benefits and one of the
best retirement plans (NM State PERA)
in the country. Send resume to: Seventh
District Attorney’s Office, Attention: J.B.
Mauldin, P.O. Box 1099, 302 Park Street,
Socorro, New Mexico 87801. Or email to:
jbmauldin@da.state.nm.us

Contract Counsel

The New Mexico Law Offices of the
Public Defender (LOPD) provides legal
services to qualified adult and juvenile
criminal clients in a professional and
skilled manner in accordance with the
Sixth Amendment to United States
Constitution, Art. IL,, Section 14 of the
New Mexico State Constitution, Gideon v.
Wainright, 372 U.S. 335 (1963), the LOPD
Performance Standards for Criminal
Defense Representation, the NM Rules of
Professional Conduct, and the applicable
case law. Contract Counsel Legal Services
(CCLYS) is seeking qualified applicants
to represent indigent clients throughout
New Mexico, as Contract Counsel. The
LOPD, by and through CCLS, will be
accepting Proposals for the November
1, 2026 — October 31, 2029, contract
period. All interested attorneys must
submit a Proposal before July 6, 2026, at
4:00 p.m. (MDT) to be considered. For
additional information, attorneys are
encouraged to search the LOPD website
(http://www.lopdnm.us) to download the
Request for Proposals, as well as other
required documents. Confirmation of
receipt of the Request for Proposals must
be received by email (ccls_RFP_mail@
ccls.lopdnm.us ) no later than midnight
(MDT) on June 8, 2026.

Legal Assistant

LEGAL ASSISTANT

RILEY | KELLER | GONZALES, an AV
rated insurance defense firm seeks full-
time legal assistant. Position requires a
team player with strong word processing
and organizational skills. Proficiency
with Word, knowledge of court systems
and superior clerical skills are required.
Should be skilled, attentive to detail and
accurate. Excellent work environment,
salary, private pension, and full benefits.
Please submit resume to our Office
Manager by fax (505)883-4362, email

or 651-288-3422 with any questions.

mvelasquez@rileynmlaw.com or mail
to 3880 Osuna Rd. NE, Albuquerque,
NM 87109.

Attorneys

Experience the charm of Northern New
Mexico and discover the natural beauty
andwelcoming spirit that only a small
rural town can offer. The Fourth Judicial
DistrictAttorney’s Office has immediate
openings for new and/or experienced
attorneys. Weare seeking motivated,
professional candidates to fill the
following positions ChiefDeputy District
Attorney, Deputy District Attorney and
Trial Attorney. Salary is basedupon
the New Mexico District Attorney’s
Salary Schedule and commensurate
withexperience. These positions offer the
opportunity to gain valuable courtroom
experiencewhile handling a broad range
of criminal prosecutions in a dynamic
and supportiveenvironment. Please send
resume to Cleo Gonzales, District Office
Manager, P.O. Box2025, Las Vegas, NM
87701 or email to cgonzales2@da.state.
nm.us.

Assistant Federal Public Defender -
Trial Attorney

The Office of the Federal Public Defender
for the District of New Mexico is
accepting applications for the position
of Assistant Federal Public Defender
(Trial Attorney) in our Las Cruces
office. The mission of our office is to
provide high quality, client-centered
representation to people charged with
federal crimes in New Mexico. As a Trial
Attorney, you will represent clients in all
stages of federal criminal proceedings,
including trial, and sentencing. The role
involves managing a diverse caseload
with complex legal and factual issues,
developing litigation strategies, and
preparing motions, pleadings, and
briefs. You will appear in court to
advocate on behalf of clients, conduct
legal research and investigations, and
maintain regular communication with
clients, experts, family members, and
witnesses. Required Qualifications:
].D. from an accredited law school.
Admission and good standing before
the highest court of a state. License to
practice in the U.S. District Court for
the District of New Mexico (or ability to
obtain it promptly upon hire). Become
a member of the New Mexico State Bar

within one year of start date. Excellent
oral and written advocacy skills. Strong
interpersonal and organizational abilities.
Demonstrated commitment to the
defense of underserved and marginalized
communities. Valid driver’s license and
ability to travel as needed for casework,
training, and investigations. Preferred
Qualifications: Minimum three years
of criminal defense trial experience.
Spanish language proficiency. Experience
working with people from diverse
backgrounds and lived experiences.
Salary and Benefits: This is a full-time,
at-will position within the federal
judiciary. The salary range is $76,748 to
$197,100, based on years of professional
attorney experience after graduating
from law school. Actual starting salary is
calculated once your AO78 application is
received and years of experience verified.
The position includes a comprehensive
benefits package, featuring health, dental,
vision, and life insurance; earned annual
and sick leave; paid federal holidays, 12
weeks of paid parental leave after one year
of service. Participation in the Federal
Employees Retirement System and Thrift
Savings Plans. This position is eligible
for Public Service Loan Forgiveness
(PSLF) and regular continuing legal
education opportunities. Please submit
a single pdf document with cover letter,
resume, and three references via email to:
Margaret Katze, Federal Public Defender
FDNM-HR@fd.org Subject: 2026-06
Assistant Federal Public Defender—Trial
Attorney Application Deadline: Sunday,
June 7, 2026. Position subject to funding
availability. More than one position may
be filled from this posting. Employment
subject to a successful background check,
including fingerprinting. U.S. citizenship
or authorization to work in the U.S.
and receive compensation as a federal
employee via direct deposit is required.
For more information about our office,
please visit: https://nm.fd.org/

Professional

Services and Other

City of Albuquerque — Request for
Letter of Interest

Notice is hereby given that the City of
Albuquerque, The Legal Department
calls for Proposals for Request for

www.sbnm.org
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New and Improved Online Classifieds are NOW AVAILABLE!

&

@ State Bar
New Mexico

Est. 1886

Online classifieds are updated daily! View and submit
classified advertisements at www.sbnm.org/classifieds.

Please contact at marketing@sbnm.org

~—" or 651-288-3422 with any questions.

Letters of Interest for a Tax Increment
Development District Board Attorney.
Interested parties may secure a copy of
the Proposal Packet, by accessing the
City’s website at https://www.cabq.gov/
legal/documents/rfli-legal-services.pdf.

INQUIRY FOR LOST WILL/TRUST
ANY FIRM AND/OR PERSON IN
POSSESSION OF A LAST WILL AND
TESTAMENT/TRUST FOR JAMES
RITTENHOUSE (DOB: 06/23/45), who
resided in Pena Blanca, New Mexico, and
passed away on 03/07/26, and/or THE
RITTENHOUSE RESIDENTIAL
TRUST U/A JULY 15,2011, please contact
the law office of Kristi A. Wareham, P.C.,
at (505) 820-0698 or kristiwareham@
icloud.com. Thank you.

Police Practices Expert

Police Practices Consulting, LLC is
dedicated to helping attorneys succeed
in their respective cases through effective
evidence-based analysis. Mr. Paul
Skotchdopole is a retired professional law
enforcement manager with over 43 years
of experience in various small and large
municipal police organizations. Former
Chief of Police in a small municipal
agency and a Deputy Commander
of Internal Affairs in a large agency.
Considerable knowledge and expertise
in police procedures, law enforcement
training; police pursuit tactics, use
of force policies, electronic control
weapons, recruiting, employee selection,
assignment, supervision, evaluation,
and retention; curriculum development;
and policies and procedures design and
implementation. Mr. Skotchdopole is a
Certified New Mexico Law Enforcement
Officer with a BA (Sociology with
an emphasis in Criminology) and a
Paralegal Certificate. Mr. Skotchdopole
is a Certified Practitioner of Police
Oversight. We offer personalized,
results—driven legal consulting on your
case and expert witness testimony.
Initial phone call is free. Contact us for
a Fee Schedule. (505) 480-2460. www.
policepracticesconsulting.com

Gated parking adjacent to First
Judicial District Court, Santa Fe
$15.00: 1/2 day; $20.00: full day. Code
provided upon payment. 505 982-3993

Office Space

State Bar Center Office Suite for
Rent

Perfect for a solo professional or small
business. Includes two private offices,
reception area, building security and
access control. Convenient location
and professional setting.For more
information about the office suite,
please visit https://www.sbnm.org/
About-Us/Office-Suite-Rental or
contact GuestServices@sbnm.org or
505-797-6070.

ARTICLES |

for the
Bar Bulletin!

The Bar Bulletin isn’t just a
place for information; it’s a hub
for discourse and perspectives

on timely and relevant legal

topics and cases! From A.lL

and technology to family law
and pro bono representation,
we welcome you to send in
articles on a variety of issues
pertaining to New Mexico’s
legal community and beyond!

For information on submission
guidelines and how to submit
your articles, please visit
www.sbnm.org/submitarticle.

@4 State Bar
New Mexico

Est. 1886

Beautiful Downtown Office Space
For Rent

8 Office Spaces for Rent: 925 Luna Circle
NW. Downtown surrounded by grass
and trees. Hard wood/brick floors, big
windows/great light throughout space.
Rent includes use of a conference room,
kitchen, restrooms, reception area,
parking, alarm system, utilities, and
landscaping. Separate building and large
basement for storage. Each office space
is unique and sized from small, med, to
large as such rent is dependent on which
office space is selected. Contact owner at
505-507-3687 for more information and
to arrange tour.

Changing Lives

Free, confidential assistance
to help identify and address problems
with alcohol, drugs, depression, and
other mental health issues.

A healthier, happier future
is a phone call away.

Confidential assistance -

Statewide Helpline for Lawyers,
Law Students and Legal
Professionals: 505-228-1948

Judges Helpline: 505-797-6097
www.sbnm.org/NMLAP

Y@WA\ State Bar of New Mexico
Lawyer Assistance Program

N
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Elevate the Way

You Work
Office Suite for Rent
Inside the State Bar Center

A Professional Setting Built
for Focus and Client Confidence

The Suite:
Two private offices
Reception and legal assistant area
Quiet, secure, keycard access
On-site security
Furnished or unfurnished

Images have been enhanced using Artificial Intelligence.

The Location:
Journal Center ® Walkable dining & coffee @ Scenic paths nearby

The Right Fit For:

Professional service firms seeking a credible, client-ready workspace

Now Available — Schedule a tour:
Secure Your Space guestservices@sbnm.org
505-797-6070

/ S State Bar Center
tate B ar Of 5121 Masthead St NE
& Albuquerque, N.M. 87109
N (A% M €X1CO www.sbnm.org/StateBarCenter

Est. 1886

N
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Meetings

& Events

at the State Bar Center N

Hold your next meeting or event in a secuve,
professional setting designed for focus and
[flexibility, with expert on-site support.

Versatile Event Spaces:

150-seat auditorium
Multimedia boardrooms
Conference rooms
Classrooms

Reception Area

Everything You Need — On Site:

P Reliable hybrid & livestreaming with on-site technical support
P Flexible room and seating configurations

P Dedicated on-site guest services

P Drink and snack service available; preferred caterer allowed

P Secure facility with controlled access and ample parking

From conferences and seminars to mediations, veceptions and networking events,
the State Bar Center provides the space and support to deliver a successful event.

Now Booking — Schedule a tour:
guestservices@sbnm.org
Reserve Your Date Buestsorvices

v State Bar Center
B 5121 Masthead St NE
S tate ar Of Albuquerque, N.M. 87109
N ew M exico www.sbnm.org/StateBarCenter

N Est. 1886
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