
JOCELYN M. TORRES: Jocelyn is from New Mexico and has been a licensed attorney, litigator and mediator 

for forty years. She is also a proficient writer and has conducted extensive legal and mediation training 

for the ABA, State Bar, UNM and several other organizations. Jocelyn obtained her BA cum laude in 

Psychology, MA with distinction in Public Administration/Energy Management and Juris Doctorate 

Degrees from UNM. Jocelyn cofounded the NM Children’s Court Mediation Team in March, 2000. She 

authored/sponsored the NM Safe Haven Act of 2001 and coauthored/cosponsored the NM Mediation 

Procedures Act of 2007. She retired as a Children’s Court Attorney in June, 2017. Jocelyn has chaired the 

State Bar’s ADR Committee, is chair-elect of the Senior Lawyers Division, is a Public Law Section board 

member and is on the State Bar Well-Being Committee. Since retirement, she has worked with the state 

Judiciary, Legislature, the City of Albuquerque and the UNM Law School. 

 

WILLIAM D. SLEASE  (“Bill”) is the Professional Development Program Director for the State Bar of New 

Mexico.  In addition to his duties at the State Bar, he serves as an adjunct professor at the University of 

New Mexico School of Law where he teaches Ethics, 1L Lab, and serves as a practice skills evaluator for 

the evidence-trial practice skills course.  He formerly served as the Chief Disciplinary Counsel for the New 

Mexico Supreme Court Disciplinary Board.  Prior to his work in the public service sector, he was in private 

practice with an emphasis in civil rights, employment and tort litigation. 

 

BRIGGS CHENEY practices with Dixon Scholl Carrillo, PA in Albuquerque. His practice for 50 years has 

focused on the representation of lawyers in the civil and disciplinary arenas. He has been active in local, 

state, and national bars in all matters relating to lawyers and the legal profession and has been recognized 

for his efforts. 

 
CYNTHIA TESSMAN, JD, CWLS, is the Master Attorney for Bernalillo County for the Children, Youth, and 
Families Department. Ms. Tessman has been with the Department for over 16 years and worked as a 
guardian ad litem and youth attorney prior to that. Prior to working in Children’s Court, she worked in the 
area of corporate and complex bankruptcy.  She graduated from UNM School of Law in 1999. She has 
worked on the Supreme Court Joint Court Rules Committee providing input from the Children's Court 
perspective.  She was involved in the creation of the Second Judicial District Family Unification Court (Drug 
Court) and the first Indian Child Welfare Act Court in New Mexico.  Ms. Tessman is certified as a Child 
Welfare Law Specialist by the American Bar Association and the National Association of Counsel for 
Children.  
 
 
NATHAN J. ECKBERG is a licensed attorney and program evaluator for the New Mexico Legislative Finance 
Committee where he has worked for almost 9 years. As a program evaluator he has contributed to and 
was lead evaluator on several evaluations primarily on public school issues such as dropout prevention, 
federal funding, virtual schools, and instructional time, and other topics including the aging network, 
Department of Health facilities, the behavioral health system, higher education, and procurement. Born 
and raised in Santa Fe, Nathan is a New Mexico native and a graduate of Santa Fe Public Schools and the 
University of New Mexico before briefly living in Minnesota to attend law school. He has been on the State 
Bar of New Mexico’s Public Law Section board of directors since 2019 and is currently Chair. Nathan travels 



to Palomas Mexico the second weekend of every month to volunteer at an orphanage, a project he has 
been involved with for roughly 20 years. 
 
 
GERALDINE GARDUNO is the proud mother of two littles, Enzo (3) and Maya (1). She has worked in state 
government since 2013, as counsel for different state agencies including the Department of 
Transportation, Public Regulation Commission and currently the Public Employees Retirement 
Association. She enjoys the challenges of public practice, especially in the developing areas of law that 
routinely impact agencies like IPRA, OMA, and employment law. Geraldine has been an active member of 
the Public Law Board since 2017.  
 


