JuDpGE L. S. TRIMBLE AND THE IMPEACHMENT

OF ANDREW JOHNSON

ich (future) New Mexican voted against the impeach-

g x / ment of President Andrew Johnson? No, it was not
Edmund G. Ross, governor of New Mexico, 1885-89,

famously portrayed by John E Kennedy in Profiles in Courage. Ross, a
senator from Kansas, voted with the majority against conviction after
the trial in the Senate. The vote against impeachment (indictment)

was cast by (future) Albuquerque lawyer, Lawrence S. Trimble, then
a member of the House of Representatives from Kentucky.

In 1868 Trimble was in his
second term as the represen-
tative from Kentucky’s st
District, the area of western
Kentucky centered in Pad-
ucah. As a Democrat who
had supported the Union
in the war, Trimble was by
1868 providing party line
votes against the so-called
Radical Republicans guiding
the Reconstruction agenda.
On Feb. 24 he was on the
short end of the 128 to 47
vote on the resolution call-
ing for impeachment.> On
March 2 and 3 he dutifully
voted against the articles of
impeachment, which obvi-
ously also passed by wide
majorities. Trimble did not
participate in the floor debate on impeachment, but in July he placed
aspeech in the record he entitled “Partisan Vindictiveness,” express-
ing a restrained if fairly typical southern Democrat point of view.2

Elation—At the White House

Lawrence Strother Trimble was born Aug. 26, 1825, in Lawrence
County, Kentucky, and was admitted to the bar at the age of 22. He
relocated to Paducah in McCracken County where he practiced law
and became a successful politician, serving in the state legislature
from 1851-53 and as a judge of the Ist Judicial District of Kentucky,
1860-65. Although he was later considered a Union supporter in
the politically divided “border state,” he was also a slave owner in
1860.% After being denied renomination in 1870, he nevertheless
continued to seek a congressional seat during the 1870s, losing the
nomination effort for the final time in 1878.%

The following year Trimble moved to Albuquerque and entered the
practice of law, by all accounts becoming a well-regarded member
of the New Mexico Bar. He also bought a ranch east of town near
Tijeras Canyon; but Judge Trimble, as he naturally continued to
be known, did not completely give up politics. He ran for and was
elected a delegate from Bernalillo County to the Constitutional
Convention of 1889. It was in this capacity that Trimble once again
made history—he was the only Democrat among the 73 delegates!®
Perhaps because of his status as a minority of one, or perhaps because
he was respected by the other 17 delegates who were also lawyers,
Trimble was elected temporary president in one of the first items of
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business and was given the opportunity to make the opening address
to the convention.

The Convention of 1889 and the proposed constitution it pro-
duced created one of those interesting footnotes in the history of New
Mexico’s 66-year quest for statehood. The territory had been rejected
for statehood in the middle of that decade and, as expressed in his
opening remarks by the permanent president, lawyer J. Francisco
Chaves of Valencia County, part of the reason for the convention
was to refute “the charges [in
Washington] that we were in-
capable of self-government.”
Unfortunately, the territory
never got to prove its case
with a new constitution—it
was rejected by the voters
at the special election in
1890.7

Judge Trimble mostly retired
from the practice of law after
the convention and spent his
last years tending to his ranch.
He died Aug. 9, 1904, and his
funeral was described as “a
notable event” and a “signal
tribute to [the] worth of the
late jurist.”8 Judge Trimble
is buried in the Fairview
Cemetery on Yale Boulevard
in Albuquerque, also the final
resting place of that other New Mexican linked to President Andrew
Johnson, Governor Edmund G. Ross.

Depression—At the Tribune Office
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